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meanings, according to taste and political prejudice, but
everybody knows what it means. Shaw is not only a gentle-
man in the sense that he was born and bred one, but he is
also a gentleman in the sense that he has good manners and
fine feeling. King Charles .the Second, asked what was
the mark of a gentleman, -replied: *To be easy oneself, and
to make others easy too.' Shaw fulfils this inspired defini-
tion admirably, and with all the more credit since his natural
shyness tends to make his ease a trifle conscious. But
Shaw is a gentleman in the far deeper sense of being quite
literally a gentle man. Gentle to the depths of his being
because he hates cruelty to any living thing, he is ferociously
ungentle only when other people are ferociously crueL But
none of these definitions suit Shaw when he himself uses the
word gentleman, though they remain valid for all that*
Instead, he twists the word to his own purposes, and makes
it fit his special pleadings. Thus he defines a gentleman
as * one who has money enough to do what every fool would
do if he could afford it: that is, consume without producing/
Or again: * He who believes in education, criminal law, and
sport, needs only property to make him ayperfect modern
gentleman/ General Burgoyne in The< Devil's Disciple is
a gentleman because, as Shaw puts it, 'he- pleads all through
for softening and easing the trials by reciprocal politeness
and consideration between all the parties, and for ignoring
the villainy of his gallows, the unworthiness of-his cause,
and the murderousness of his profession. The picture is
completed by the band playing Handel's music, and the
Christian clergyman reading the Bible to give the strangling
an air of being an impressive ceremony/ This passage
suggested to me a further definition of a gentleman in the
Shavian sense: A gentleman is a man who is at home and
happy in society because he has taken its evils for granted
for so long that they appear to him as virtues. In other
words, Shaw applies the word.to people who do things of
which he disapproves. In that case he is sometimes a
gentleman, in the Shavian sense, himself.
Reverting to the question of his conceit, consider his
position at the outset of his career.    He comes to a strange
country; he is penniless; his outlook is a cross between
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